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Please Note Update comment (2014):

At the time this article was written, | did not have full understanding of the p identity of the authors of the
Dead Sea Scrolls, which we now know was the exiled Zadok priesthood and not the “Essenes” as has been
traditionally defined. This expose on the identity of the authors of the Dead Sea scrolls is referenced from the
book “The Three Temples” by Prof Rachel Elior, 2011, which presents an overview of the Zadok solar calendar
and how this points to the existence of an alternate ancient “Judaism” existed prior to the existence of
Talmudic Rabbinic Judaism.

Consequently all references in this article of the “Essenes” should now properly be read as “the exiled Zadok
priesthood”.

Abstract:

This paper exploress how astronomical, historical and biblical evidence directly points to Yahushua’s Passover
meal as described in Mark 14:12-26 as being

1) a most significant lawful Passover and not a “last supper”,
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2) that Yahushua’s very timing of His Passover meal speaks loudly concerning the biblical calendar
He is observing,

3) the timing of the astronomical events occurring in that year, together with the biblical account of
Yahushua’s behaviour reveal that neither the conjunctive moon (Pahrisee/Rabbinic) nor the first
sliver new moon (Sadducee /Karaite) religious calendars were observed by the exiled Zadok
priesthood (the “Water Carriers” traditionally labeled as the “Essenes”) while the Rabbinically
dominated Temple calendar was using the conjunctive moon occur closest to the vernal equinox
as its anchor in the days of Yahushua Messiah.

Make mention of the biblical calendar and one immediately begins to receive emails demanding one refrain
from any discussion because it causes “division”, with the interest that the “unity” of the brethren is far more
important than pursuing truth. The issue of the biblical calendar is not simply a central to Messianics but, at
its highest level it is at the heart of all institutionalized religions of the so-called “Abrahamic faiths”, and as
such the most significant theological issue second only to the deity of Yahushua Messiah.

The Main Religions Avoid The Equinox From The Calculations Of Their Calendars

Historical Christianity determines their appointed times as Sunday, having replaced the Sabbath, and the date
of Easter in their calendar as determined by the first Sunday which occurs after the first full moon after the
vernal equinox. The modern Christian calendar, based on the Roman Gregorian calendar, adjusts itself back to
the vernal equinox with a leap month day every 4" year.

In the Rabbinical Jewish calendar the determination of the beginning of the year is on the first conjunctive
moon after the vernal equinox, thereafter counting conjunctive new moons, with a 13" month periodically
implemented to readjust to the calendar back to be in alighment with the vernal equinox when it drifts out
around three weeks or more.

In the Karaite calendar, there is no acknowledgement of the vernal equinox, and the calendar is determined
by the visual sighting of the first “sliver” of the new moon after the identification of the “aviv’ condition of the
wild barely growing in and around Jerusalem. Again, a 13" month is kept periodically to re-adjust the drift of
the calendar back towards the times of the vernal equinox, although they will not concur with that
assessment.

It is interesting to note that all three calendars purposely avoid the significance of the vernal equinox as being
directly significant to their calendars and all then proceed to define the various conditions of the moon to
determine the beginning of the months and the appointed times. To be noted is that all the calendars practice
leap year adjustments, which tacitly acknowledge that their calendars are steadily drifting out of alignment of
the equinox.

The issue at its core is that the lunar year can range from 354 days through to 380+ days (when a leap month
is instituted) whereas the astronomical year (one full 360 degree circuit around the sun) takes 365.242 days.
Some have written me to say that today the average person cannot pinpoint the equinox, therefore how
could the ancients have had this ability to have knowledge of the astronomical year and the identification of
equinoxes, yet the mathematics of the great pyramid of Egypt presents a precise witness of the exact
measure of 365.242 days in the astronomical year, and certain passages point a line precisely to the star
Alcyone of the Pleiades cluster, identifying the precise time of the autumnal equinox in the year of 2144 BC.
How is it that modern archeological evidence reveal the ancients circumnavigated the world far more than
modern academia understood, yet in the Hereford Cathedral of England there exists a world map from the
1300’s that shows the known world as flat and consisting of the Mediterranean and the lands of known
Roman Empire, surround by a circular ocean, after which one would fall off the earth? The fact is the effects
of the darkness of the dark ages that was brought about by Roman Christendom (Edom), are vastly still
underestimated.



Not only that, but in more recent history, archeological artifacts from the dead sea scrolls recently released
(after many decades of secrecy) indicate that the citizens of Judea in the time of Yahushua Messiah were able
to identify the equinox by the use of small portable clay tablet instrument.

The predominant viewpoint of lunar-calendar Messianics today, is that the equinox was simply far too
complex for ordinary ancient people to know or identify (a perception possibly influenced by the experience
that today it is a fact that the common person has absolutely no knowledge of the heavenly luminaries and no
expertise as to identifying the equinoxes), and thus deductively the argument follows that the sighting of the
conjunction or sliver moon the obvious identification of the beginning of the months and the beginning of the
years, thus the lunar conjunction/ first sliver is authentic calendar rather than the equinox. This plain
experience of the moon then provides first hand support to various theological treatises.

However, in amongst the antiquities discovered in the Dead Sea Scrolls at Qumran was found a small clay
tablet instrument, which Archaeologists have determined that this Qumran Sundial was used for the purpose
of determining the Spring “tekufah” (circuit of the sun, the vernal equinox). From the picture below, it can be
seen that this was a small portable clay instrument, not highly bedecked with jewels and craftsmanship, and
thus would have been clearly within the reach of common people and farmers.

What Did Yahushua Teach On The Subject?
In the New Testament scriptures there appears no straight forward easily understood clear plain teaching by
Yahushua Messiah on this subject of calculation of the biblical calendar.

This has had a significant impact by leaving a large degree of room for the Christian traditions to form their
own opinions. From the Historical Christian tradition, the theological position has been that whilst the
Gospels accounts clearly testify of Yahushua and His Apostles arranged and had a Passover on the night before
He was crucified, this was not in fact a authentic legal Passover but could only therefore be a_last supper,
since the Passover offering at the Temple — which held the authentic authority over the biblical calendar - had
yet to happen the next day, when the Messiah would be hung on the tree. Thus to many the 14™ of Nisan
was marked the next day with Yahushua’s crucifixion along with the sacrifice of the lamb in the Temple, with
the feast of Unleavened bread (15th Nisan) yet to commence that evening.

This issue of avoiding the equinox was also well considered in early protestant evangelical theology as we can
see from the writings of Newton, who when publishing his calculation of the year of the crucifixion of Messiah
as being 33 or 34 CE stated:

“Computing therefore the new moons of the first month according to the course of the moon and the
rule Jah, and thence counting 14 days, | find that the 14th day of this month in the year of Christ 31,
fell on tuesday March 27; in the year 32, on sunday Apr. 13; in the year 33, on friday Apr. 3; in the year
34, on wednesday March 24, or rather, for avoiding the Equinox which fell on the same day, and for
having a fitter time for harvest, on thursday Apr. 22,”




In this case Newton was referring to the “New Moons” as the conjunction moon, rather than the sliver moon,
and he notes that when the conjunction fell on the day of the equinox — that day was to be avoided from any
counting of the appointed times.

Why would Newton state that the day on which the equinox falls should be isolated from the counting to
identify the date of crucifixion? He did so because he understood that this was the practice in place in the
establishment of the calendar that in operation by the Temple, in the day of Yahushua Messiah.

It must also be noted, that not only do the Sadducee/ Pharisee/ Rabbinical Jews isolate the equinox from their
count of their calendar, but so also do the modern Karaite Jews in their counting of the “sliver” new moon,
although the Karaites differ in that rather than following the conjunctive moon they substitute the equinox for
the sighting of a condition of the barley and then focus on the sighted first sliver moon. In addition, it should
also be noted that historical Christendom also avoids the equinox by identifying the first Sunday after the first
full moon after the equinox for its declaration of the day of its Easter celebration.

But What Calendar Did Yahushua Messiah Observe?

This is now a very significant question and brings us back to a careful and detailed consideration of the
witness account of Yahushua’s preparations and Passover account as witnessed by the Apostles. In Mark’s
Gospel, there are significant details that need to be re-examined as they give evidence to the biblical calendar
that Yahushua observed in the year of His crucifixion.

Mark 14:12-26

12 9 And the first (Strongs 4413 — “protos” meaning “before”) day of unleavened bread, when they
killed the passover, his disciples said unto him, Where wilt thou that we go and prepare that thou
mayest eat the passover?

13 And he sendeth forth two of his disciples, and saith unto them, Go ye into the city, and there shall
meet you a man bearing a pitcher of water: follow him.

14 And wheresoever he shall go in, say ye to the goodman of the house, The Master saith, Where is
the guestchamber, where | shall eat the passover with my disciples?

15 And he will shew you a large upper room furnished and prepared: there make ready for us.

16 And his disciples went forth, and came into the city, and found as he had said unto them: and they
made ready the passover.

17 And in the evening he cometh with the twelve.

18 And as they sat and did eat, Yahushua said, Verily | say unto you, One of you which eateth with me
shall betray me.

19 And they began to be sorrowful, and to say unto him one by one, Is it I? and another said, Is it I?
20 And he answered and said unto them, It is one of the twelve, that dippeth with me in the dish.

21 The Son of man indeed goeth, as it is written of him: but woe to that man by whom the Son of man
is betrayed! good were it for that man if he had never been born.

22 And as they did eat, Yahushua took bread, and blessed, and brake it, and gave to them, and said,
Take, eat: this is my body.

23 And he took the cup, and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them: and they all drank of it.
24 And he said unto them, This is my blood of the new testament, which is shed for many.

25 Verily | say unto you, | will drink no more of the fruit of the vine, until that day that I drink it new in
the kingdom of God.

26 And when they had sung an hymn, they went out into the mount of Olives.

Summary:
We note from this that:



e |t was the day before the feast of Unleavened Bread according to the Apostles account, yet the day
before the Feast of Unleavened Bread as defined by the current temple practice was the next day,
when Yahushua would be crucified

e Two disciples were sent to find a man carrying a water pitcher

e They would follow that man to his quarters for Yahushua’s Passover.

e Yahushua called this man ‘the good man”

e That the disciples must tell him that Yahushua would keep His Passover/Unleavened Bread (not a last
supper) that night in the man’s guest upper room

e That neither the Apostles nor the “Goodman” showed any protest in anyway that this was the
incorrect day for the Passover preparation for Unleavened Bread to be held, or that this was unlawful
according to the law of Moses, or that they should rather only be doing this the following day, as was
the recorded institutional religious practices of the Temple at that time where the Temple’s Passover
Day of Preparation (Nisan 14) was the very next day.

The Identity of the “Good Man” who was Carrying The Water Pitcher

Many bible scholars have identified this “Goodman” man who was carrying the water pitcher as being an
Essene. In both Mark 14:13 and Luke 22:10, Yahushua commanded two Apostles to "follow a man bearing a
pitcher of water". It is known that men in the 1st Century Judah did not carry water. Only women or slaves
carried water in Judea. The Essenes carried their jars of water because of their personal practices of
ceremonial washing.

Josephus presents a detailed account of the Essenes in The Jewish War (75 CE), with a shorter description in
Antiquities of the Jews (94 CE) and The Life of Flavius Josephus (97 CE). Josephus claimed first hand knowledge
of the Essenes and he described the “Essenoi” as one of the dominant religious sects of Jewish philosophy
alongside the Pharisees and the Sadducees.

Josephus stated that the Essenes lived in communities within the cities in Judea and lived lives of piety, with
some observing celibacy, the absence of personal property and of money, the belief in communality and
commitment to a strict observance of Sabbath.

Josephus also stated that the Essenes ritually immersed in water every morning, ate together after prayer,
devoted themselves to charity and benevolence, forbade the expression of anger, studied the books of the
elders, preserved secrets, and were very mindful of the names of the angels kept in their sacred writings.

From the evidence of the Dead Sea scrolls that has been permitted to be made public, other scholars have
noted that the Essenes were in fact were reflecting much of the tribal communities of the Levites in the cities
of Judah, who had exiled themselves from participation of the rites of the Temple in those times because they
viewed the Temple as having been taken over by unauthorized leadership and corrupted in its calendar
practices. We know however that John the Baptist’s father, Zechariah undertook his course of duty at the
Temple in the time around John’s birth so we know that not all Levites had exiled themselves from
participation in the Temple even though it had been captured by a biblically unauthorized leadership.

We also know that in the time of Yahushua, the Temple was dominated by the sect known as the Sadducees,
who were not the Levites, but wealthy Hasmonean aristocrats that had taken power over the Temple after
the time of the Maccabees. We also know that the positions of the priesthood in the Temple in the day of
Yahushua, such as Caiaphas the High Priest, were political appointees by the ruling Edomites, such as Herod,
and later by the Romans.

Some biblical scholars point to John the Baptist as being qualified as the rightful high priest who should have
been in position in the Temple in the day of Yahushua , because he was a direct descendant of the line of
Aaron.

Also to be noted is that the Essenes took specific issue with the Temple priesthood hierarchy stating that they
were falsely claiming themselves to be the descendants of the Zaddock priestly line.



The Essenes Were A Significantly Large Constituency of People Scattered Throughout The Cities Of Judea

It appears that the Essenes were not simply a small group of people in a few isolated communities in Judea as
historical Christendom would like to have us believe. According to Josephus, the Essenes were "not in one
city" but "in large numbers in every town" (Josephus , The Wars of the Jews. vol2.p 124). The Roman
philosopher Philo also made similar mention of "more than four thousand" Essaioi living in "Palestine and

Syria", "in many cities of Judaea and in many villages and grouped in great societies of many members.

Consequently the whole population of Judea would have known who the Essenes were, what they believed
and what they practiced. Interestingly there was no sign of the common people wanting to rid themselves of
the Essenes which would have happened if they were breaking the law of Moses, or if they were the mystical
“Gnostics” that Historical Christianity would have us believe.

One perspective on the formation of the Essenes was that they were founded by a Jewish high priest, dubbed
by the Essenes the Teacher of Righteousness, whose office had been usurped by one Jonathan (of a priestly
but not Zadokite lineage), labeled the "man of lies" or the false priest".

This points to other historical information confirming that the Levites in the Second temple had been largely
usurped sometime after the Maccabean revolt, when the Hasmoneans (an aristocratic wealthy class of Jews
who emerge after the great Maccabean wars) and politically claimed the offices of the high / senior
priesthood as part of the spoils of war in driving out the Seleucids.

Apparently, there was argument that arose that the Maccabees couldn’t be priests because they didn’t come
from the Levites, but that consequently the Levites were pushed aside to a junior position and this take over
and oppression of the Levites in the Temple resulted, with the mergence of a foreign priesthood class not
qualified by the Law of Moses resulted in many (but not all) of the Levites rejecting the Temple and remaining
in communities within their cities which came to be known as the Essenes. This separation was further
promoted because the Essenes honoured a biblical calendar which was different to the ruling Hasmonean
priesthood, resulting in the keeping of different appointed times of worship. However the Essenes apparently
still continued to honour the Temple itself in their taking up of their offerings. Have exiled themselves from
the Temple, the Essenes worked mainly as farmers and shepherds in the cities of Judea and made farm tools
or household articles.

There is much that intrigues about the practices of the Essenes, since those who have studied them report
that they followed a way of life that closely resembled the early messianic congregations of the Book of Acts.
Some mention that the Essenes did not appear to present their sacrifices at the Temple on the days of the
Temple calendar, because they believed the Temple calendar was incorrect and the appointed times
profaned. However they apparently did present their offerings to the Temple revealing that the revered the
geographical place of YHVH’s Name rather than the profaned institution. The Essenes reveal that in the day of
Yahushua, a radical challenge to the corrupt political hegemony of the Temple was already in existence.

The Essenes Kept a Different Biblical Calendar

The Dead sea scrolls give evidence that the Essenes observed the equinox and the earth’s solar circuit of the
sun as the foundational count of the annual biblical calendar and the calculation of months and that they gave
no acknowledgement whatsoever to the new moon lunar conjunctions or sighted slivers for the calculation of
the months, nor did they observe the condition of the Aviv barley as espoused by contemporary Karaites. In
the Essenes’ “Book of Jubilees”, also found in the Dead Sea Scrolls, the practises of the lunar calendar by
those who were in control of the temple is described in this way:

6:34. And there will be those who will make observations of the moon, for this one (the moon) corrupts
the stated times and comes out earlier each year by ten days. (35) And in this way they will corrupt the
years and will observe a wrong day as the day of testimony and a corrupted festival day, and every



one will mix holy days with unclean ones and unclean with holy; for they will err as to months and
sabbaths and festivals and jubilees.

From the Dead Sea Scrolls, we find that the Essenes revered the Book of Jubilees and considered it an
authoritative text. The injunction of Jubilees 6:34 explains much as to why the Essenes, being the tribal
Levitical priesthood who had been superseded and then subsequently chose exile themselves from their
office and function of a corrupted Temple priesthood, refused to bring sacrifices up to the Temple on the days
of religious calendar days that the Temple practiced.

Further historical evidence of this usurping of the Levitical priesthood is confirmed to us in the in the gospel
accounts, that the Temple was controlled by the Hasmonean Sadducees and Caiaphas in Yahushua day, as
described. With the political hegemony that the Sadducees and Pharisees held over the Temple in an alliance
with the infiltration of Edomites who eventually ruled the Jews through Herod, it is not difficult to understand
why both John The Baptist and Yahushua Messiah would ultimately be killed, because they would have both
been highly regarded by the Essenes and the common people as front line leaders of the way of Moses.

Christian Theologians across the board have collectively told us that the Essenes were essentially Gnostics,
and of course this label has scared many to seriously consider what they actually stood for in relation to the
Sadducees and Pharisees. It is probable that in Yahushua’s time they were not all Gnostic in their ways, and
that many Essenes would have followed the way of Yahushua Messiah, leaving those who did not to remain
behind and become more mystical and isolated in their communities as they continued struggled against the
dominance of the Saduccees and Pharisees. Ultimately we know that with the Roman conquest of Jerusalem
of 70 CE, the Sadducean hegemony over the Temple was destroyed, the Essenes were isolated into small
communities in the wilderness, but the Pharisees consolidated their position as Rabbinical Judaism being able
to quickly adapt to the exile. However 20 century Roman Christendom appears to have controversially
guarded the Dead Sea Scroll artifacts from being made available to the public for many decades causing some
commentators to argue that was a deliberate theologically motivated conspiracy and marks the most
significant Christian controversy of the 20" Century.

The book “The Dead Sea Scrolls Deception” details the explosive contents of the Dead Sea Scrolls and how the
Christian Church was concerned to suppress them. Whilst the Dead Sea Scrolls were found in 1945, it has
taken 60 years for just some of the archeological information to leak out about these extraordinary people.
Information has been released in little parts over the years with the last release of texts being occurring in
2011. It is not known what still remains under lock and key. What apparently was so shocking to the scholars
who have examined the ancient documents presented evidence of Jewish sect practicing a faith in many
instances congruent with the ethics of the early messianic believers and the Apostles, for nearly 200 years
before John the Baptist and Yahushua.

The Essenes believed in the resurrection from the Dead, and the keeping of the Law of Moses and they,
specifically in contrast to the Sadducees and Pharisees were prophetically expecting the imminent arrival of
the Messiah to come and redeem them. They lived in a way whereby they held all things in common with no
private properties, as was the experience and testimony of the early congregation of Yahushua described in
the book of Acts.

It is significant to note that John the Baptist was ministering to the people of Jerusalem and Judea when he
saw the Pharisees and Sadducees pitch up, whereupon he directly rebuked them both as being vipers and
snakes, and he called on them to do some serious repentance back the scriptures.

Matthew 3: 5 Then went out to him Jerusalem, and all Judaea, and all the region round about Jordan,
6 And were baptized of him in Jordan, confessing their sins.

7 9 But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees come to his baptism, he said unto them,
O generation of vipers, who hath warned you to flee from the wrath to come?

8 Bring forth therefore fruits meet for repentance:



We remember that Yahushua himself also gave admonishment to his disciples to watch out and beware
leaven of the Pharisees and of the Sadducees (Matthew 16:6).

We also know from the book of Acts that it was the Pharisees and Sadducees who, in the endeavor to
preserve their hegemony, undertook actions to destroy the both the testimony and the individual people of
the messianic congregation, as recorded in the martyrdom of Stephen.

We should also take notice that nowhere in the Gospel accounts or the Book of Acts, is their evidence of
either John the Baptist, Yahushua Messiah or the Apostles rebuking the Essenes or giving warning to the early
congregation to avoid the teachings of the Essenes. This is not to say that the Essenes are to be seen as
teaching John and Yahushua Messiah, but that John and Yahushua would have been received as teachers by
the Essenes. In this historical reality is it not a curious omission in the annals of historical Rabbinical and
Christian history that the Essenes have been brushed aside as a minor aberration to mainstream religion,
when in fact they were such a large part of the religious fabric of in Judea at the time of both John the Baptist
and Yahushua messiah?.

The fact that the Essenes were such a large and significant part of the struggle over the biblical calendar leads
some today some conclude that a significant conspiracy still continues to be afoot by Christian and Jewish
institutional religious powers, to keep the information about Essenes being publicly known. This is especially
so when it comes down to the matter of which biblical calendar did Yahushua actually observe — the lunar
calendar or the astronomical solar calendar?

Summary
From this we learn that:

e The Essenes were one of the three main leading Jewish sects in Judea in the time of Yahushua
Messiah and John the Baptist. The others we know from the gospels were the Pharisees and the
Sadducees. The Essenes were in major conflict with the other sects over the way of faith, the ethics
and way of the commandments of Moses.

e Many think that John The Baptist was a Levite of the Aaronic order and as such was usurped by the
Hasmoneans Sadducees and Idumeans, typified by Caiaphas, and that John was living a life closest to
the sect of the Essenes.

e Both John the Baptist and Yahushua Messiah made direct comments reflecting their utter rejection of
the Sadducees and Pharisees and their religion and authority in YHVH’s Kingdom.

e Both John the Baptist and Yahushua Messiah made no rebuke of the Essenes and proclaimed a way of
faith and life that reflects much of the ways the Essenes observed.

e Historical Christianity blacklisted the Essene’s as being Gnostics, and together with Rabbinicalism
(Pharisaic Judaism) it would appear that the silence of both concerning the keeping of information
contained in the Dead Sea Scrolls from view of the public for many decades now, appears to
demonstrate an interest to suppress the information the Qumran Scrolls hold concerning the Essenes
under lock and key only releasing on (select?) portions over a period of some 60 years now.

The Essene Calendar And Yahushua’s Behavioural Testimony

Thus in this historical context, what is of particular significance to us is the religious calendar of the Essenes,
and given the Gospel of Marks testimony, whether the Passover of Yahushua can be explained by the close
proximity of the astronomical calendar similar to that being observed by the Essenes against the lunar
calendar being observed by the Temple at the time of Yahushua.

The Essenes kept the astronomical solar calendar, which is completely different to the Sadducean /Rabbinical
lunar calendar. The Essenes used the reference point of the equinoxes and solstices as the 4 markers of the
biblical year. Theologically the Essenes began counting their calendar from the first Wednesday (Day 4)
following the vernal equinox (about March 20, Gregorian), given their understanding of the account of



creation, and consequently the 14™ of Aviv — the Day of Preparation for the Passover always fell on a Tuesday.
This is a very significant point when we come to consider Yahushua’s behaviour in choosing the day of
preparation for His Passover as we saw previously record in Mark 14:12-26.

It is beyond the scope of this article to make a full consideration of the Essene religious calendar here and
whether the way they initiated the calendar is correct. What we need to be aware of though is the historical
reality that in Yahushua’s days there were two completely different religious calendars being observed in
Judea.

The Rabbinical lunar calendar we know today is derived from the foundational precepts of the practice of
those who controlled the Temple in the time of Yahushua — that being lunar based, whilst the Essenes
followed the astronomical equinox calendar, and it can be reasonably assumed that this calendar was also
followed by many common people across the cities of Judea. The Essene calendar was not a hidden or minor
movement in that historical time and all of Judea at that time would have known about this calendar and how
it differed from the Sadducean / Pharisee lunar calendar.

Hence, when Yahushua said to his disciples they were to go and find the man carrying the water pitcher, who
was “the good man” we now can understand that they knew they were looking for an Essene, a Levite in the
city who was living in the “Way of the Torah of Moses”, and that this man would be keeping a different
calendar date for the Passover than to the Temple. Hence we do not find recorded in the scriptures any
protest or comment being made by the Disciples that Yahushua might have surprised them by electing the
wrong date for His Passover.

We know that Yahushua’s Apostles were mainly selected from among the supposedly religiously uneducated
common people (as perceived by the Sadducean and Pharisaic perspective that is), and that the disciples were
not surprised at Yahushua command for His Passover date. The reality is that the common people including
the Apostles were very familiar with the Torah of Moses and the writings of the prophets and the Essenes and
their practises concerning the biblical calendar. What the common people and the Essenes did not know was
what Yahushua, as Messiah, would come to correct in His teachings of how Moshe was pointing to Him
concerning “the Way, the Truth and the Life” in YHVH.

In addition, the Qumran materials point out strongly that the Essenes were apocalyptic in their worldview and
were looking for imminent appearance of the Messiah who would come and redeem them and restore “the
Way”, and having already experienced John the Baptist’s ministry, many would have already become disciples
of John and clearly would then have been open to receive Yahushua into their community home at his request
that He would keep the Passover there in their residence. The Sadducees and Pharisees however would have
rejected any request from Yahushua to keep the Passover in their homes, particularly since their calendar
dates were for the appointment to be a day later.

With Yahushua commanding His disciples to go to the house of the water carrier ( the “good man”) He is very
clearly demonstrating by His behaviour that He is in accord with the Essene calendar identification on that
specific year for the Passover.

We do not have any evidence whether Yahushua supported the method of how the Essenes began their count
of their calendar on a Wednesday, since it will be shown below in that specific year the vernal equinox fell out
during the daylight part of Wednesday, making the 1** of Aviv to fall out on the Tuesday evening/night
previous. But what we do know, is that when Yahushua chose his Passover meal on the evening beginning
Aviv 15, the Essene water carrier was there at the house on the very day and evening that Yahushua chose to
keep the Passover.

For the sake of repetition, it is important remember that neither a Pharisee nor a Sadducee would have
accepted such a request from Yahushua since they did not keep the solar calendar and their day for the
observance of Passover would, from the account of the Gospels, only be occurring the following evening.



Consequently we now know from the history of the Essenes and the dead sea scrolls that the account of
scripture that Yahushua indeed kept His LAWFULL Passover, but it was on a calendar concomitant with the
traditions of the Essenes, that was different to the lunar based calendar of the Sadducees and Pharisees.

The Wicked And Adulterous Generation

When the Pharisees and Sadducees came to Yahushua asking for a sign from heaven to test him in a claim
that he was Messiah, Yahushua responded by calling them a “wicked and adulterous generation”. There is no
evidence that Yahushua showed any of such vehemence to the Essenes, but rather called the Water Carrier
the “good man”

Mathew 16: 1 9 The Pharisees also with the Sadducees came, and tempting desired him that he
would shew them a sign from heaven.

2 He answered and said unto them, When it is evening, ye say, It will be fair weather: for the sky is
red.

3 And in the morning, It will be foul weather to day: for the sky is red and lowring. O ye hypocrites, ye
can discern the face of the sky; but can ye not discern the signs of the times?

A wicked and adulterous generation seeketh after a sign; and there shall no sign be given unto it, but
the sign of the prophet Jonas. And he left them, and departed.

It was the “wicked and adulterous generation” that murdered John the Baptist. It was the “wicked and
adulterous generation” that was ruling the Temple and had over ruled the Levites. From Yahushua’s example,
it was the “wicked and adulterous generation” that observed the lunar calendar and thereby changed the
appointed times of YHVH as instructed by Moses. It was the “wicked and adulterous generation” that was the
presiding religious authority who had control over the Temple in Yahushua’s day.

This being the case, how can one continue to proclaim that Yahushua’s Passover was but a “last supper” and
that it is the time of His crucifixion was the time when His role as the Passover lamb was Divinely proclaimed?
Rather the text indicates that His proclamation of being the Passover Lamb occurred at his very Passover
meal. IS Yahushua not YHVH — did He not make the proclamation that He was the Lamb at His own Passover
and did He not offer participation in the renewed covenant directly to His Apostles at that specific Passover?

In the day of Yahushua ministry, the “wicked and adulterous generation”, under the sovereignty of the
Sadducean Temple, Herod the Idumean (Edomites) and later the Romans (Edomites), the biblical biblical
calendar was compromised and Yahushua was thus illegally and wickedly murdered under the iniquitous,
adulterous religious calendar of the Sadducees and Pharisees. Was the Shekinah presence of YHVH in the
Temple at that time, or was the glorious presence of YHVH in the midst of the Apostles in the very time of the
Gospel witness of the time of Yahushua’s Passover meal when He said this is my body...this is my blood...
given for you? Whose report then will we believe?

Having discovered the historical, astronomical and biblical witness, | now am convicted that it was all
accomplished and fulfilled at Yahushua’s Passover. The events of the next day was just a carrying out of the
what needed to be done, and the timing of it was to fulfil the only sign of three days and nights that Yahushua
had given the wicked and adulterous generation. It was the only sign that these wicked were given since they
were not invited to Yahushua Passover meal.

It is but the grace and mercy of YHVH that He reached through the adultery of the Temple and permitted His
Son to be crucified in the very heart of an apostate religious Temple system, yet still identifying with a
Passover Lamb when it was being sacrificed in the temple.

Thus we have to re-examine our view of Yahushua’s Passover — it was indeed a lawful Passover and Yahushua
sacrifice was lawfully put in place for His people when He identified himself at His Passover meal as the Lamb
of YHVH, at the very time when HE broke the bread and gave the wine as His body and blood sacrifice been

given in our place — that was that lawful time when His identification of the Lamb was lawfully consecrated in



Heaven, rather than when He was sacrificed on the tree by an apostate religious system. Then, according to
Yahushua's prophesy, the sign given to the wicked and adulterous generation was that he would be
resurrected 3 days and 3 nights from the time when they had themselves illegally organised to have him
executed, would be fulfilled.

What Of The Aviv Barley Report?

It is not possible to exhaustively review the theology of the Karaite calendar concerning the anchor condition
of the Aviv Barley precept for identifying the beginning of the biblical year. However, having considered the
timing of the luminary events of the equinox and the conjunction and sliver moons around the Passover in its
historical 30 CE context, and from Genesis 1:14 we find that YHVH’s law is not compromised in anyway by the
Calendar Yahushua observed (which we know from the archaeology of the Qumran Dead Sea Scrolls which
the Essenes observed, and which was based on the equinox).

Genesis 1:14 9 And Elohiym said, Let there be lights in the firmament of the heaven to divide the day
from the night; and let them be for signs, and for seasons, and for days, and years:

No where in this declaration of Genesis 1:14 is the Barley Aviv mentioned. Thus the Aviv Barley is not a sign
for biblical days or years, or appointed times of YHVH, but is a purely constructed (oral) theology that seems
right in the eyes of some.

By the behavioural witness of Yahushua, The Aviv barley condition for the identification of the new biblical
year is thus a constructed theology and is merely indirectly a result of the changes occurring around
astronomical equinox. However, both Rabbinics and Karaites do not accept the Apostles testimony of
Yahushua as The Messiah of YHVH.

In my understanding, the Barley is but a blessing of first fruits from YHVH to His people when they were in the
land for the time approaching for the required offering of the First Fruits, and the very provision of the First
Fruits offering, so that, as a blessing of being in the land, it could the people of Israel could present the
offering before YHVH at the appointed time. It was also the season when Israel would remember they were
brought out of Egypt on the first exodus.

Exodus 13:4 This day came ye out in the month of Abib

The “month of Abib” means the month of newly ripened grain, the month when the barley is ripening. Where
does the scripture plainly say that it say that the next new moon signals the beginning of the new year? A lot
of theological inference being added don’t you think?

Moreover, neither did Moses and the Israelites receive the Barley report when they were in the wilderness for
40 years, yet the year and the appointed times were declared and the months were heralded by the blowing
of silver trumpets by the priests at the Tabernacle.

The Aviv Barley condition however does enable the Karaite to keep their version of the lunar calendar from
completely drifting away from the equinox, since the growth condition of plants is directly impacted on by the
amount of light they receive and so is linked to the equinox.

Is there a 13" Month Leap Year in YHVH’s Biblical Calendar?

The Essene astronomical calendar only permits 12 months to be the biblical year and never a 13" month as
needed for intercalation in the lunar calendar. In the Essene calendar an adjustment of 7 days was
intercalated on the 5" or 6™ year, but other than that their calendar was very stable an the appointed times
occurred each year on the same dates, given the equinox role in the start of the count, thus making the
calendar very orderly and predictable which enabled the Israelites, who residing in distant lands, to be able to
know when they had to begin their journeys for the “going up” times that was required three times a year,
without being dependant on either Aviv or lunar sightings in the land of Judea.



In 1 Kings 4:7 it is written that there were 12 months in the year during the time of King Solomon.

In 1 Chronicles 27:1-15, it is written that there were 12 months for the changing of the royal guard, with each
month set delegated one of 12 months.

Whose Report Will You Believe?

The last days are upon us and we are about to meet our Redeemer, Yahushua Messiah. So whose report will
we believe concerning the biblical calendar? Will it be Yahushua’s testimony and the witness of His Apostles
as plainly written in the text of the Gospels that we consider to be the true way, or will it be the Rabbis, the
Karaites or the Christians, with their forbidding treatises of avoiding the astronomical equinox.

Abba is calling His remnant to deep repentance and acknowledgement that we have inherited deceptive lies
from out fathers (Jer 16:19). Praise YHVH for He has called us in these last days to remember the words of
Moshe and in doing this the ground has been prepared that we might be able to understand the difficult
matters of our faith. Yet He is testing us to see if we will seek Him with all our hearts. Then He will enable us
to find Him and to know His Way!!

| certainly do not make any claim have all the answers on YHVH’s biblical calendar or the Essene calendar, and
I am convinced from this study that all of us probably still have the calendar incorrect at this time — but we are
learning and He will bring us into greater revelation as He brings us back from the exile and sets us free from
the prison houses of Babylon.

| found myself called by Abba to examine this subject for myself after Shavuot this year as | became
increasingly convicted of the significance of the Day of Atonement this year and my anticipation of what
Yahushua Messiah might prophetically accomplish on this day, this year, in the heavenly place.lamon a
journey of faith and still do not consider to have everything all right at this point, however a re-consideration
of Yahushua’s testimony concerning the calendar He observed, has struck me with far greater significance
now.

If the 1* day of the first biblical month and the 1* Day of seventh biblical month can be correctly identified,
then it is simply a matter of counting days according to the law of Moses (Lev 23) to be able to identify the
correct days for all the appointed times.

Should we follow the Essenes — no our way is to follow Yahushua’s Messiah’s way and to believe His
testimony and leave all religion of men behind us, as the prophet Jeremiah declared religion is nothing but
vanity. Praise YHVH that Yahushua Messiah will redeem us in the coming days and will lead us to the highway
of righteousness!

In the end, we who care to follow Yahushua and are called are to study the matter for ourselves. Whether this
be a matter of truth in accordance to the Word of YHVH, and the Gospels of the Apostles, and to each to be
fully persuaded in our own minds.

There are some who have written to me that | should refrain from discussing the significance of equinox to
the biblical calendar since it is a matter that it only serves to further exacerbate division” at a time when so-
called “Messianic Movement” is (denominationally?) divided on this issue. In answer to my critics | am
reminded of the words of Polycrates, who in the matter of the Quartodeciman Disputes between the Eastern
congregations (represented by Polycrates) and the Western congregations (represented by Bishop Victor) in
the late second century, stated “greater men than | have said we must follow YHVH rather than men”.

| thank Abba for His grace and mercy even in these very late hours He has extended to me, in opening my
eyes to the fuller testimony of Yahushua’s worship calendar! It has become evident to many across the globe
that there are an increasing number other sincere believers in Yahushua, who keep the commandments of
YHVH, who are also being woken up to this issue of the historicity of the astronomical biblical calendar and



the behavioural testimony of Yahushua Messiah with His last Passover meal. Contrary to the few who have
written to me of their objections in this matter, a good number have written to me to commend my defence
of the biblical calendar. | thank you for your encouragement.

As this matter is at the heart of our walk in faith and testimony of Yahushua, | do expect that if what | have
reported here is indeed biblically and astronomically true, then we are soon facing a great Elijah type wake up
call in the coming days — it is the last days and decisions will be made, as to whose report we will follow — the
Rabbis, the Karaites, (who both reject Yahushua Messiah), or the Messianic Rabbis, the Messianic Karaites, or
the report of Yahushua’s Apostles. Its seems to me this might be our final call to come out of the “prison
houses” of Babylon.

This bulletin comes as a result of my own wake up call and repentance from the lunar calendar, which |
understood to be correct in the past, and to explain to the many who have asked as to why | am keeping a
slightly different calendar dates to what is considered mainstream. | do not claim to have all things
understood at this time — | find it to be as in the time twenty years ago when | first began discovering the
Hebraic roots of the faith and | trusting in Abba to lead me into his truth of His remnant return. As it was then,
so | find myself again crawling and again trust in Abba to both convict, to guide and to reveal His Way.

Let us continue to be strong in faith in Yahushua Messiah, until He comes, for He will not forget His covenant
with us!

Take care
Rob
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The Essenes: http://bible.org/seriespage/essenes

Who Were The Essenes? http://www.essortment.com/were-essenes-20344.html

The Essenes and the Dead Sea Scrolls
What does the discovery of these scrolls reveal about first century Judaism and the roots of Christianity?
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/shows/religion/portrait/essenes.html

The Mystery and Meaning of the Dead Sea Scrolls

This is the introduction from noted scholar Hershel Shanks' book (Random House April 1998), an illuminating
and readable background summary on the scrolls.
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/shows/religion/portrait/scrollmeaning.html
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